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Welcome! We are excited to share with you a diverse array of performances 
by acclaimed Indigenous artists working across theatre, dance, music, film 
and performance art. Our inaugural festival takes its name from the Huron 
and Mohawk word for the lands we gather on: Ka’tarohkwi. The festival 
runs in tandem with the Soundings exhibition at the Agnes Etherington Art 
Centre, and two exhibitions at Modern Fuel Artist Run Centre—one that 
features the work of Peter Morin, the other of work by Jeneen Frei Njootli 
and Danya Danger. Join us also for the Listenings symposium—a gathering 
focused on Indigenous forms of perception and listening. We invite you to 
join us for these performances, exhibitions, and gatherings.

Tanya Tagaq
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THE KA’TAROHKWI 
FESTIVAL OF
INDIGENOUS ARTS

 

The Isabel profoundly thanks 
Dylan Robinson for his leadership 
and imagination in the curation 
of Ka’tarohkwi Festival of 
Indigenous Arts. Kw’as hoy!

THE KA’TAROHKWI FESTIVAL OF INDIGENOUS ARTS IS GENEROUSLY 
MADE POSSIBLE THROUGH THE INSPIRING SUPPORT OF

ISABEL & ALFRED BADER FUND, A BADER PHILANTHROPY

The Ka’tarohkwi Festival of Indigenous Arts 
(pronounced Cat-ar-oh-qui) is grounded 
in the land on which we gather, the 
traditional territory of the Anishinaabeg 
and Haudenosaunee peoples. Imagination 
takes flight as Canada’s leading and diverse 
Indigenous artists bring us outstanding and 
original cultural experiences inspired and 
shaped by the wisdom of hundreds of 
generations. Embark with us on a greater 
quest for a deeper knowledge of Canada’s 
Indigenous cultures through a spectacular 
array of music, dance, theatre, and film, and 
engage in thought-provoking conversations 
that will arise with our increased understanding 
of Indigenous peoples across the land.



NATIONAL ARTS CENTRE ORCHESTRA
Alexander Shelley, Conductor
Monique Mojica, Narrator
Tanya Tagaq, vocalist
Christine Duncan, improvisation leader

Wednesday, March 6, 2019 at 7:30 PM

“She used to say writing was her therapy. 
She had a lot of painful memories and she had 

to get them out. She became a writer because
 she wasn’t allowed to write. The more they tried to 

break her will, the more she went her own way.”
—ANN JOE, DAUGHTER OF MI’KMAW 

ELDER AND POET RITA JOE, C.M.

The National Arts Centre Orchestra’s performance piece, 
I Lost My Talk, is based on the poem of the same name 
by Rita Joe. She penned her poem to express not only 
the pain and suffering she experienced at Schubenacadie 
Residential School in Nova Scotia, but also her hope 
and conviction that her words could guide and inspire 
Indigenous and non-Indigenous peoples across Canada 
in journeying to a place of strength and healing. 

The orchestra performs John Estasio’s score to a film 
shot on the shores of Georgian Bay. The film features 
10 First Nations dancers moving in choreography 
created by Santee Smith Tekaronhiáhkhwa. Rita 
Joe’s poem is narrated by Guna and Rappahannock 
actor Monique Mojica. 

Discover the creative genius of Canadian throat singer 
Tanya Tagaq, winner of the 2014 Polaris Music Prize, in 
the performance of Qiksaaktuq where she improvises the 
lament for murdered and missing Indigenous women. 

We thank the creative team of I Lost My Talk: the National Arts Centre 
Orchestra  for commissioning and producing I Lost My Talk as part 
of the Life Reflected project, Mi’kmaw elder and poet Rita Joe, 
C.M., composer John Estacio, choreographer Santee Smith 
Tekaronhiáhkhwa and the dancers of Kaha:wi Dance Theatre, 
narrator Guna and Rappahannock actor Monique Mojica, filmmaker 
Barbara Sweete, visual designers Normal, and the whole creative team 
behind Life Reflected at the National Arts Centre.
 
Qiksaaktuq was originally commissioned by the Toronto Symphony 
Orchestra with financial support from the Government of Canada for 
performance in March 2017. We thank the creative team of Tanya 
Tagaq, Christine Duncan, Jean Martin, Christopher Mayo, and the 
Toronto Symphony Orchestra.

I LOST MY TALK  
& QIKSAAKTUQ



Shoshona Kish and Raven Kanatakta 
Saturday, March 16, 2019 at 7:30 PM 

DIGGING 
ROOTS

Imagine an AK-47 that shoots love. The notion is 
audacious, to say the least. But audacity is Digging 

Roots’ stock in trade. Juno-winning First Nations power 
couple Shoshona Kish and Raven Kanatakta have 

built their sound on a unique musical marriage of 
unvarnished truth and unconditional love. AK-47 packs 

the punch of Digging Roots’ live anthem Hwy 17, 
adding the romantic optimism of For the Light, 
the title track of their most recent album. Like 
the latter video, AK-47 articulates an aesthetic 

deeply rooted in human love, but takes the 
approach to a new level.

This concert is also part of the Isabel Global Series.

Resound will bring together Indigenous artists working with archival 
images and songs recorded in their communities by early  ethnographers. 

In remediating these images and songs, Bracken Hanuse Corlett, 
Dean Hunt, and Jeremy Dutcher ‘resound’ the archive. 

Dean Hunt (DJ/Production) and Bracken Hanuse Corlett 
(Live-Visuals) are the creative force behind See Monsters, a group 

that has performed as a unit across Turtle Island since 2011. See Monsters 
dives deep into the realms of Northwest Coast bass music—fused with 

moving light and images. Both artists retain sonic and visual connection 
to their Indigenous lineage and bring forth a fused performance of 

Northwest Coast bass and moving light and images. They are known 
to transform the spaces in which they work.

Wolastoq singer/composer Jeremy Dutcher’s album Wolastoqiyik 
Lintuwakonawa, resounds the melodies that come from the oldest known 

field recordings of the Indigenous peoples along the St. John (Wolatstoq) river 
basin. This signature presentation of Wolastoqiyik Lintuwakonawa will feature 
a live video component created in collaboration with Bracken Hanuse Corlett.

THE INAUGURAL ISABEL

INDIGENOUS
ARTS FESTIVAL

Jeremy Dutcher  |  Bracken Hanuse Corlett  |  Dean Hunt

Friday, March 22, 2019 at 7:30 PM

Bracken Hanuse Corlett
& Dean Hunt

Jeremy Dutcher

“The revitalization of music is a catalyst for the promotion of culture more generally, 
as well as language and Indigenous ways of living and knowing. When people start

singing Indigenous songs, it ignites a fiery passion for all elements of culture. I believe 
song is a critical method of language and value learning and, by extension, a 

specifically Wolastoqiyik worldview. Psiw-te npomawsuwinumak kiluwaw yut! 
(All my people, this is for you!)”—JEREMY DUTCHER

RESOUND: 
SEE MONSTERS +
WOLASTOQIYIK
LINTUWAKONAWA



by Lisa Cooke Ravensbergen

Saturday, March 23, 2019 at 7:30 PM
STUDIO THEATRE 

WORLD PREMIERE 

WANI’/LOST 

Join us for the world premiere of Wani’ / Lost by Lisa Cooke Ravensbergen. Wani’/Lost is an 
interdisciplinary performance ceremony that unravels how loss makes us not see ourselves. 
Developed from a series of embodied responses to questions of loss, Ravensbergen’s performance 
presents intimate acts of defiance, reclamation, and a call to the Good Life/ Bimaadiziwin.
 

A tawny mix of Ojibwe/ Swampy Cree and English/ Irish, Lisa is a 
multi-hypenate theatre artist based in Vancouver on unceded Coast
Salish territory. A play-maker, Jessie nominated actor, dramaturge,
writer, director, and dancer, she supplements her eclectic practice 
with the joys of motherhood and the delights of self-produced
works. She is an Associate Artist with Full Circle: First Nations 
Performance, Playwright in Residence with Delinquent Theatre 
as well as a former Dramaturge in Residence and Associate 
Playwright at Playwrights Theatre Centre in Vancouver.

Jeremy Dutcher
Tanya Lukin Linklater

Peter Morin
Bracken Hanuse Corlett

Sunday March 24, 2019 at 2:30 PM  
REHEARSAL HALL & ISABEL LOBBY

NIIGAANI-GICHIGAMI. 
ONIATARÍ:IO
The performances on this program consider the 
relationships between land and timbre, and the site 
of the Isabel Bader Centre itself, situated as it is upon 
the waters of Niigaani-gichigami / Oniatarí:io (Lake 
Ontario). This program brings together numerous 
performers and artists who respond to the design 
and architecture of the Isabel’s Lobby and Rehearsal 
Hall, and to the lands upon which the centre is located.

The program will feature a new work including Untitled 
(for Soundings) by Tanya Lukin Linklater, for violinist 
Laura Ortman, and dancers Ceinwen Gobert and 
Danah Rosale. The dancers and violinist read an 
object—a Yup’ik rain gut parka from St. Lawrence Island 
in the Bering Sea—as a visual score that results in their 
music and movement. This program also features the 
world premiere of a new collaborative work by Peter 
Morin, Jeremy Dutcher, and Bracken Hanuse Corlett.

Dancer Ivanie Aubin-Malo in you are judged to be going against 
the flow because you are insistent (2017) by Tanya Lukin Linklater.

Peter Morin

Curated by Candice Hopkins and Dylan Robinson

January 5 – April 7, 2019

The exhibition at the Agnes will feature newly commissioned ‘scores’ by artists including Tania Willard, 
Tanya Lukin Linklater, Raven Chacon and Cristobal Martinez, Cheryl L’Hirondelle, Olivia Whetung, 
Peter Morin, and Ogimaa Mikana. At different moments during the exhibition these scores will be activated 
and realized by musicians, dancers, performers and members of the public, gradually filling the exhibition 
space with their responses. A speakers’ series, entitled “Against Hungry Listening,” will bring a host of 
international composers, musicians, historians, artists, and scholars to the Agnes over the course of Soundings. 
The exhibition is accompanied by a specially commissioned book of scores designed by Sebastien Aubin.

SOUNDINGS : AN EXHIBITION 
  IN FIVE PARTS

Soundings is presented by 
the Agnes in affiliation with 
The Ka’tarohkwi Festival 
of Indigenous Arts

Films by outstanding Indigenous filmmakers 
will be announced in the fall of 2018.INDIGENOUS FESTIVAL FILMS

SOUNDINGS


